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New app for
bullying,
sex assaults

Pupils can report
abusers incognito

By Jeff Wicks

A smartphone app for school
pupils that facilitates anony-
mousreporting of sexual abuse
orbullying hasbeen launched.

Creator Marc Hardwick,
speaking at the launch in Dur-
ban yesterday, said the
Guardian Schools app gives
children a safe and instant por-
tal toreport contentiousissues.

Schools that sign up for the
app, at a monthly fee of R500,
designate a team of staff mem-
bers to receive the faceless re-
ports, with any pupil who
downloads the app able to re-
portabuse ormalfeasance.

“When a report is submitted,
it will arrive as an e-mail to the
pre-defined staff members in-
forming them to log in to the
system to access the details of
the report and take the neces-
sary action to safeguard the
child,” said Hardwick.

“The staff members have the
ability to request further infor-
mation from the reporter but
will never know their identity.
This is extremely important to
us,asthe poweroftheappisen-
suring the anonymity of the re-
porter,” headded.

Once the school investigates
the matter, they can choose to
referthematterto the police.

“We believe that this applica-
tion will not only help children
to renort abhuse and oet the heln



